
       FћђэъѢ Nђѐёѝ   
 
6:00 PM Wјћќёђљ Sюћџђьюќ 
    
AT THIS TIME ALL SERVICES 
WILL BE IN-PERSON and 

via ZOOM 
 
   Feb 6  Shabbat Service 
   Feb 13  Shabbat Service 
   Feb 20   Shabbat Service 
   Feb 27  Shabbat Service  
             

                                
Temple Officers 

 
Sherry Horwitz, President 

Beneô Rutman, President-Elect 
Dan Neel, Treasurer 

Sarah Pessink, Secretary 
 

Administrative Office Manager 
 

Sarah Pessink 
 
 

Office Information 
 

Mailing address: 
P.O. Box 109 

Beaumont, TX 77704 
 

Physical address: 
1120 Broadway Street 
Beaumont, TX 77701 

 
Phone (409) 832-6131 

  

 
Office Hours 

 
Mon-Fri 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 

 
Email 

 
templeoffice@emanuelbeaumont.org 

 
Website 

 

www.emanuelbeaumont.org 
 
 

Visit us on Facebook at 
 

Temple Emanuel - Beaumont, TX 
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A sacred Jewish journey to enrich lives.  
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From Our Temple Rabbi  

Friends, I want to wish everyone a 

happy and healthy New Year.  

As we turn our calendars to 2026, 

we are invited to pause, to take 

stock, and to begin again. Judaism 

has never relied solely on the secular 

new year for renewal; our tradition 

offers many sacred moments for 

reflection and reset. And yet, there 

is something powerful about this shared turning of the page, 

and when much of the world is asking: Who have I been, and 

who do I want to become?  

The language of the new year is often about renewal, intention 

and fresh starts. These are beautiful and necessary ideas. But 

this year, they must be paired with something equally Jewish 

and equally essential: resolve. Not just resolutions that fade a 

few months after January 1st, but a deeper sense of being reso-

lute: grounded, courageous, and clear about who we are and 

what we stand for. 

We enter this year at a time when global antisemitism is no 

longer subtle or distant. It is loud, visible, and deeply unset-

tling. Jews around the world are being challenged simply for 

existing openly and proudly as Jews. Synagogues require secu-

rity in ways that once felt unthinkable. Jewish students, profes-

sionals, and families are being asked to shrink themselves, to 

explain themselves, or to remain silent.  



Tюіљѕю Eіъїўюѕ                                                                                                         Pъѐю 2 

Our Torah knows this moment well. Again and again, our ancestors stood at the 

edge of uncertainty, called to move forward not because the path was easy, but be-

cause it was right. The Israelites do not leave Egypt with naive optimism; they leave 

with courage, memory, and resolve, stepping into the sea not knowing if it will re-

main parted, but knowing that standing still is not an option. 

This is where synagogue life matters more than ever. Our temple is not only a place 

of prayer; it is a declaration. It says: We are here. We belong. We will gather, sing, 

learn, debate, celebrate, and mourn together, openly and unapologetically. Each 

time we walk through the doors of Temple Emanuel, we affirm that Jewish life is 

not merely surviving, but living. 

As we begin this new year, I invite each of us to consider not only what we wish to 

change, but what we are prepared to stand for. How will we continue to show up for 

our community? How will we support Jews beyond our temple walls? How will we 

teach the next generation, and remind ourselves, that Jewish identity is not a liabil-

ity, but a beautiful source of wisdom, resilience, and moral vision? 

May 2026 be a year in which we renew our spirits, and may we move forward to-

gether: clear-eyed, open-hearted, and resolute, carrying the light of Jewish life into 

a world that needs it more than ever. 

Rabbi Jon Nelson  

Friday, February 13 

Brotherhood & Sisterhood Shabbat  

with a Pot Luck Dinner immediately following Services 

 in the Swerdlow-Roosth Social Hall 

 

See next weekôs Weekly Happenings for more details! 
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From Our Temple President  

 
Fellow Congregants, 
 
What an honor it is to be asked to be President of our Temple.  I will admit I am 
pleased, a little scared and very anxious.  I am so excited to be working with the 
group of people that are the Trustees.  And, I am so proud of my Executive Board.  
Beneô Rutman, President-Elect.  A lady many of us watched grow up, marry the 
oldest son of a past Rabbi of Temple Emanuel, have two sons and grow into the 
strong woman she has become.  Dan Neel, Treasurer, a CPA.  I have all the confi-
dence that anything financial will be handled in the property manner and probably 
be checked, rechecked and rechecked again.  Having lived with a CPA I am familiar 
with the process.  Sarah Pessink, Secretary, who has already proven she has the 
skills to keep records straight, papers organized and is a very ñon top ofò person. 
 
 
As I step into the role of President of Temple Emanuel, I want each of you to know 
that I will always be honest and straight forward with you.  You have the right to 
know what is happening at Temple.  After all, Temple Emanuel is not my private 
Temple nor is it the Boardôs private Temple.  Temple Emanuel is our Templeðeach 
and every memberðall of us.  If you have a question, an idea or a thoughtðtext, 
call or email me.  I may not be able to answer your question but I will try to find the 
answer.  Tell me or any member of the Board your thoughts or ideas.  I cannot 
promise that they can be done but they can be talked about and discussed.  I want 
no one to ever feel they are being kept in the dark about anything concerning Tem-
ple Emanuel.  I hope to be a President that you will all be proud of . 
 
 
My final words are to the Board of Trustees.  Alright, guys and gals, eat your 
Wheaties cause weôve got work to do!  Thank you All!! 
 

 

Sherry Horwitz  

 

Temple Emanuel Board of Trustees President 



Tюіљѕю Eіъїўюѕ                                                                                                         Pъѐю 4 

 

THANK YOU 

To all who attended and  

participated in our  

132nd Congregational Meeting 

and Dinner! 
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Temple Emanuel Sisterhood Schmooze 

February 2026 

 

This is my first Sisterhood report as the new President for 2026 & 2027.  I am so 

happy to welcome the new board and happy to start a new year with lots of fun and 

fulfilling projects and events. 

At our Birthday Luncheon on January 14, 2026 we were so happy to have WRJ SW 

District President, Phyllis Strasberg as our guest speaker and we were honored to 

have her do the installation of the new board.  Thank you, Cheryl Barenberg, for 

providing a wonderful lunch and cupcakes!! We also surprised Cheryl as Past Presi-

dent by dedicating the Temple Emanuel Kitchen in honor of Chef Cheryl Barenberg. 

We will have our first Board meeting on Tuesday, February 3rd at 12 noon in the li-

brary.  Meetings are opened to all who want to attend, however, you must be a board 

member to be able to vote. 

 

Dates to be aware of for FEBRUARY: 

¶ Brotherhood and Sisterhood will have a Brainstorming Ideas meeting on Tues-

day, February 10th at 6:00 pm at Raoôs on Dowlen Road.  Everyone is invited to 

come to share ideas and thoughts on events and projects. 

¶ February 13th will be Brotherhood & Sisterhood Shabbat.  I know this is short no-

tice but I have a cue sheet that divides nicely into 8 sections so we will need vol-

unteers! 

More dates to follow after our meeting and we will share in the Weekly Happenings 

and the Monthly Bulletins. 

Finally, if you have any questions or concerns about Sisterhood, please feel free to 

contact any board member of Sisterhood. 

Thanks, 

Laura Thomas  

Temple Emanuel Sisterhood President 



Tюіљѕю Eіъїўюѕ                                                                                                         Pъѐю 6 

Sisterhood Birthday 

Luncheon and Installation of  

New Officers with Guest Speaker 

Phyllis Strasberg 

WRJ Southwest District President 

 

The Temple Emanuel Kitchen was 

lovingly dedicated to  

Chef Cheryl Barenberg 
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TEMPLE EMANUEL BROTHERHOOD 

 

The Temple Emanuel Brotherhood sponsored an outing to watch the Lamar  
University men's basketball team on January 31. 

On Tuesday, February 10, 2026, there will be a joint meeting between members of 
Brotherhood and Sisterhood at Rao's Bakery at 4440 Dowlen Road. The purpose of 
the meeting is to plan our 2026 calendar and to incorporate ideas that YOU would 
like to see us undertake this year. I have had preliminary discussions with Laura 
Thomas, our new Sisterhood President and Sherry Horowitz, our new Temple President 
and we have some exciting ideas, but we need to hear from you!  The meeting will take 
place at 6 p.m. and refreshments will be available for you to purchase from Rao's. Please 
try to attend. 

Brotherhood/Sisterhood Shabbat will be on February 13, 2026. This annual event gives 
Brotherhood and Sisterhood members the opportunity to participate and lead in  
Sabbath services and I need some Brotherhood  members to volunteer to participate. 
Please contact me at (409) 351-2828 to let me know if you are interested in being part of 
this event.  

I am also checking into participation at a Reform Congregation Casino Night scheduled 
for February 28, 2026 in Houston. More information on this will follow. However, I can 
tell you now that we will have the opportunity to travel across state lines and go to a 
casino in Lake Charles on a bus with members of Jewish congregations in Houston on 
March 25, 2026. More information on this trip, which will be during the day, to follow.  

 

Shalom for now,  

Mike Getz 

 

Temple Emanuel Brotherhood and Sisterhood  

will be hosting a joint meeting to brainstorm ideas for  

programing in the upcoming year.  

 

Tuesday, February 10 at 6pm 

Raoôs Bakery located at 4440 Dowlen Road 
 

Everyone is invited to attend and share your  

thoughts on events and projects! 
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