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AT THIS TIME ALL SERVICES 
WILL BE IN-PERSON and 

via ZOOM 
 
   April 6  Shabbat Service 
  April 10    Shabbat Service 
  April 17   Shabbat Service 
  April 24  Shabbat Service 
              

                                
Temple Officers 

 
Sherry Horwitz, President 

Beneô Rutman, President-Elect 
Dan Neel, Treasurer 

Sarah Pessink, Secretary 
 

Administrative Office Manager 
 

Sarah Pessink 
 
 

Office Information 
 

Mailing address: 
P.O. Box 109 

Beaumont, TX 77704 
 

Physical address: 
1120 Broadway Street 
Beaumont, TX 77701 

 
Phone (409) 832-6131 

  

 
Office Hours 

 
Mon-Fri 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 

 
Email 

 
templeoffice@emanuelbeaumont.org 

 
Website 

 

www.emanuelbeaumont.org 
 
 

Visit us on Facebook at 
 

Temple Emanuel - Beaumont, TX 
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A sacred Jewish journey to enrich lives.  
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From Our Temple Rabbi  

 
Each year as spring arrives, the story 
of Passover returns to us again. We 
gather around our Seder tables and 
retell the ancient story of a people 
who moved from slavery to freedom. 
We eat the matzah of affliction, taste 
the bitterness of maror, and recount 
the long journey from oppression 
toward dignity and hope. Yet Passo-
ver is not only about remembering 
the past, it's also about learning to 
appreciate the gift of freedom in our 
own time.  
 
Freedom is one of the most powerful and fragile blessings in 
human life. The Israelites who left Egypt had known generations of 
bondage. When they stepped into the wilderness, they did not 
immediately know what freedom meant or how to live with it. 
Freedom required responsibility, faith, and the courage to build a 
new kind of society. The Torah reminds us that liberation is not the 
end of the journey; itôs the beginning. 
 
For us today, freedom can be easy to take for granted. In our  
temple community we are able to speak our minds, practice our 
faith, gather as a community, and pursue our dreams. These  
liberties are extraordinary gifts, yet they are often most visible 
when we pause long enough to reflect upon them.   
 
The Passover Seder intentionally creates that pause. Around the 
table, we slow down and tell the story carefully. We ask questions. 
We imagine ourselves as if we personally came out of Egypt. In  
doing so, we are thankful, reminding us that freedom is not merely 
a political condition; it is a spiritual awareness. Because, we as 
Jews know the experience of oppression, we are commanded to 
care for the vulnerable, the stranger, and the marginalized. The 
Torah repeats this lesson again and again: ñYou shall not oppress 
the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.ò Our 
memory of slavery becomes the foundation of empathy. 

 



Tюіљѕю Eіъїўюѕ                                                                                                         Pъѐю 2 

In this way, Passover invites us to think about the forms of ñEgyptò that still exist in our 

world and even within ourselves. Sometimes they are external: systems of injustice or 

prejudice that diminish human dignity. Sometimes they are internal: habits of fear,  

indifference, or complacency that prevent us from living fully and ethically. The Exodus 

story challenges us to move beyond both. 

This Passover season, may we be reminded that renewal is always possible. As we sing 

in the Haggadah, "Avadim hayinu, atah b'nei chorin - We were slaves, now we are free," 

we remember that a people once enslaved can become a people of the covenant. A  

difficult past can give rise to a hopeful future. 

May this Passover fill our homes with gratitude, our tables with meaningful conversation, 

and our hearts with a renewed commitment to the sacred work of freedom. 

Chag Pesach Sameach.  
 
 
Rabbi Jon Nelson  

 

An Unveiling for Al Dugan will be  

held on Sunday, April 12 at 10am 

at Greenlawn Cemetery 

 

ððððððððððððððð- 

An Unveiling for Dan Rutman 

will be held on Sunday, April 12 

at 11:30am at Hebrew  

Rest Cemetery  
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March 19, 2026 

Beaumont Heritage 

Society hosted 

Heritage Happy Hour 

at Temple Emanuel. 

Brotherhood and  

Sisterhood provided 

tours and  

information about 

our beautiful  

Sanctuary 
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From Our Temple President  

 
 
 
 
Purim was celebrated on March 6th with songs, the reading of the story of Esther, 
people in costumes, laughter and boos.  Everyone enjoyed the Hot Dog Pot Luck 
Dinner.  Thanks to the readers and Laura Thomas, Sarah Pessink and the kitchen 
help in making this celebration a huge success. 
 
On Friday, March 20th Father Curtis Norman was a guest for our Shabbat Service.  
Father Curt is the new Rector at St. Stephenôs Episcopal Church.  Dan Neel, Beneô 
Rutman and myself attended his installation service.  Father Curt came to show his 
support to the Jewish people after the Michigan terror. 
 
You must come see the floors in the Rosinger Center entrance, Swerdlow-Roosth 
Social Hall and the kitchen.  They have been stripped, cleaned and polished.  They 
are beautiful again. 
 
A Mazel Tov to James Ferguson on his Bar Mitzvah on Friday, March 27th. 
 
Mike Getz, Kathy Johnson, Laura Thomas and myself joined a group from two 
Temples in Houston to go to the Horseshoe Casino in Lake Charles.  Unfortunately 
non of us came back filthy rich.  Fortunately, none of us had to ask for a loan. 
 
The Long Range Planning Committee is making progress in getting to the point 
where we can have a Town Hall Meeting to share our thoughts for the future of 
Temple and asking the Congregationôs help. 
 
Wishing each of you a Happy Passover. 
 

 

Sherry Horwitz  

 

Temple Emanuel Board of Trustees President 
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Temple Emanuel Sisterhood Schmooze 

April 2026 

TEB/TES helped to host the Beaumont Heritage Society Happy Hour at our beauti-

ful Sanctuary and Social Hall.  There were approximately 120 in attendance and 22 

Temple members to answer any questions. 

April starts off with Passover and the 2nd night Seder on April 2nd. 

We are excited to have our 17th Mahj Day of Fun on April 22nd.  We hope to have a 

full house of mahjong players, food, prizes and FUN!! 

Our next Sisterhood Board Meeting will be on Tuesday, April 7th in the Library at 

Noon.  

 

Thanks, 

Laura Thomas  

Temple Emanuel Sisterhood President 
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TEMPLE EMANUEL BROTHERHOOD 
 

The Temple Emanuel Brotherhood had a busy March! We participated 
with Temple Sisterhood and various congregations in Houston to journey 
over to Lake Charles on a chartered bus for a day at the Horseshoe 
Casino. This 62,000 square foot casino took over from the Isle of Capri a 
few years ago and underwent a full transformation. It is affiliated with 
Caesars Palace in Las Vegas, nearly 1,000 sloth machines and 40 gaming 
tables. It was very clean and the bus ride was great. I only came out two 
dollars ahead but it was better than the alternative! 

 

To close out the month, the Brotherhood collaborated with the Beaumont 
Heritage Society to host History and Havdalah on the grounds of the Art 
Museum of Southeast Texas.  This event honored the legacy of Hyman 
Asher Pearlstein and is the location of the former Pearlstein Building.  We 
had a good turnout from the Temple and I appreciate all those that at-
tended.  

 

The Brotherhood is planning to host a "Bark Mitzvah" on April 25 at the 
Dog Park at Rogers Park. This will be an event to have dogs and their 
owners mix and mingle and will include local vendors that provide 
grooming and other services to our canine friends. This event should start 
around 5 p.m. and conclude with a Havdalah service around 6 p.m. You 
don't have to be a dog owner to come out and participate! Hope to see you 
there. 

 

All the best, 

Mike Getz 
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Temple Emanuel Brotherhood 

and Beaumont Heritage Society  

presented 

�³History and Havdalah�´��at the 
Art Museum of Southeast Texas 

honoring  

Hyman Asher Perlstein 


